- ~='j'i-;f*;usefu11y 1llustrated by the election practice of presenting a single

e oy
e L st

etc. On paper then, there appears to be ng necessity for "liberalization®
of the Commnist legislatures, in that they are already models for -

‘resnonsible denmoeratic legislative activi
that the Soviet orbit parliame

The fact, of course s is

2. Since Stalin's death, domestic liberalization has been
Soviet Union and orbit countriss, The exact nature of this |
"liberalization", particularly as it ap-lies +o recent events in . .
Commmist parliamenia, has been in many cases misunderstood outside the
Communist orbit, It is not to be confused with "democratization'?. Griyey
Genuine politieal democracy requires freedom of expression for political -
aing, and freedon to atiempt to develop an organization to support and
implement those aims. fultiple political parties with conflicting views
are the expression of this freedom in the non-Communist democracies, : -

‘again and again that their reforms are intended to lead to this bowéEEi; - _
(i.e. wostern) form of democracy, In other words, no individuals (or group)

will be permitted to organize support for his aims, unless his social, |
economie, political, philosoprical objectives are identical with ‘those of

the Cormunist regime, Political opposition groups, even a "loyal o
have no place in the Communist structure. This fact 1s simply but

tion",

“Communist-approved 1ist of candidates to the voters,

32 Tere have indeed been some substantive domestic liberaiizatibii"f |
.meagures in the orbit ‘countries, such as curbs on the arbitrariness and -
.brutglit of the secret policy, enccuragement of cartain _types} of R
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8, (such as they are),
‘possibilities for greater exposure to the alien ideology of the west
through encouragement of exchange activities, It should at the same time
be recognized that in no instance do these liberalization measures -

- reagresen't any threat $o Party conirol since the wliimate safeguards of
t power are preserved intact, RE

eriticism, stricter adherence of ‘uridieal codes,

L, ' In the parliamentary field the 1iberalization has been more apparent
than real, This is true even in Poland, where the parliament has initiated
- dramatic and unprecedented moves. - Here deputies have directed severe =
criticism at members of the executive (all leading Cormunist Party members);

- they have demanded a voice in devising essential policies of the government, ==

- They have debated the wisdom of some of the rieasures offered as legislation -
by the govcrnment; and they have even broken the pattern of unanimity of i«
- approval of government decrees by rejecting a minor decree,‘*ef’mese,breaka MR

with Stalinism are still a far cry from democracy; ‘in fact they have only

- & very superficial reserblance to genuine democracy.” It must be remembered .

that every ‘deputy has been approved by the Communist Party even before he
- was nominated to run for office. The voters had no choice but him; and -
vhile individual legislators have raised their volces in criticism (whether

 Genuine._or pre-planned as a propaganda measure to impress the outside <.
world is immaterial), there is no indication that they are permittedtc = -
organize other legislators' behind them to 5lve real practical meaning to

their demands,

S, At the April meeting of the Felish Sejjn, the Premle tted that the

. legislature's supreme function could not be exercised because of lack of
cooperation from the government, although no concrete steps have been taken
to reestablish its constitutional authority. At the September meeting one -
deputy went 8o far as to make a fundamental attack on the denial of
parliamentary responsibility while the other deputies making eritical .
remarks had limited their attacks to administrative organs which are in the
process of reorganization, to conditions which had already been condermed -
by the Party and to social organizations which are about to launch reforms.
6. - ¥hile some superficial advances have been made in Poland, to give the - '
.- appearance of an effective legislature, the Soviet ‘Union and other satellites:

hav_i,,.aggﬁw;nieg;;hemel?eﬂ largely to talk about the increaséd “responsibility‘ ‘
oftheparllamentn R s ps

:-For instance, the USSR Supreme Soviet met in mid-July for five days -
' ut _debate or dissenting vote disposed of a five point agenda,
forts were made to maintain the facade .of democratic law

1ce the meetings began the Supreme Soviet slipped into a

avior not unlike that of its predecessors, “After the o

n proposed amendmente to the pension bill,

tated categorically which amendments were acceptable

and

-
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~to be rejected (all those
‘the vote wag unanimous ac

ding to Bulzanints wishea
Soviet as a

.+ - Tesponse’ orld opini Ny “4n that w the regime no doubt expect
. . to advance ‘Soviet prm d mgintain oviet :lnifai
{univ sal e

"" L B J.» o ‘“ ‘ v ’ | }

I IR s d of -penuine debate,
: © . tallked about the necessity f
’Hie Czech trade union news

‘. It would contribute to the raising of
Cho ~+Nationgl Asserbly if
th

"feel greater resﬁonsib

. R, ] ility for rectifyinv .
B ‘which he would have to render an accotnt before *
This kim;l of propaganda,'intended to show
- earnestne reforming their legislative practice: :
S A the past and up to the present, the parliament has been .

r less than a sham, -And indeed, “since nothing has’c
uld anrear that in ;he fut.ure ‘the same pr

the firactice of in erpel.lation was 5
 session of parliament, but it must be’
stions had 1% or no raal“bubstance : d,according to
lves stumbled gver written C

1% the questions were planted
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_Bast Getmany 'bhe depu‘l.iea recently had a field day in critieising
diculous excesses of economic contralization,  Sirc e however, the

ral Commit'ee had praviously decided that ‘decen‘ralization was
! had prepared a plan to carry it ut, the active criticism
-was another mnifeatation o.t‘ the cynicism and propa; andistio naf.ure or

she r of the people's government an nly leg tive organ
in the eountry.,.Te Yational Assembly must be “called more often and its -
commigsic t be strengthened so that
’ > m eclsions taken mnst be
embly nust ‘discuss more ‘of ten repor-
_of tiinisters and that of

'l gaarliamntary activity
e Commnist states, but even it, of ourse, reserves ultlmte

o _the party. ‘It does hav mult

e _sai.d in’ smmary that the t

o  liberalt ationsﬂin the Communist parliaments’have 1 real e
’ subs . changes, ‘he ‘possibility cann r, be )»!,_gnored that a - S %
. ‘ : may be underway which will be 1fficu1t to stop, and that in =
time, a serious threat to ¢ Com arty control - =
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